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Lester Mayers

Director & Dramaturge Notes

This raw take on Hooded, or Being Black for Dummies, sits heavily on the graveyard America

has become in correlation to the current epidemic of gun violence and repeated historical racial

traumas and shines a lot on the deep need for Justice for so many unarmed Black Americans

killed by gun violence. Most importantly, it forces us to examine how we've become so immune

to the visibility of Black bodies subjected to torture frozen in time via images spread across

social media and the news. While vital in bringing awareness to the world, these images also

harm those living this life. It creates a nation of fear and keeps many Black Americans in a state

of mourning. So, it was necessary to lean into Black joy, which is world joy. More so, it was

essential to implant the practice of reclaiming history by reimagining and embodying painful

circumstances and then reshaping them to end with love rather than tears of sorrow.

Throughout the process, we engaged in ongoing deep conversations, created community care

methods, and held space for the bodies we edged in the tombstone of this piece. The

movement, staging, and directorial choices journeyed throughout this process stemmed from a

quote from James Baldwin's novel, Fire Next Time;

"If we - and now I mean the relatively conscious whites and the relatively conscious blacks, who

must, like lovers, insist in our duty now, we may be able, handful that we are, to end the racial

nightmare, and achieve our country, and change the history of the world. If we do not now dare

everything, the fulfilment of that prophecy, re-created from the Bible in song by a slave, is upon

us: God gave Noah the rainbow sign. Not more water, the first next time!"

Despite America's howl of urgency and anger, my only goal with this piece is to embrace the

shared and individualized pain and enable the sight for actionized hope. This goal could only be

achieved with the help of this cast and crew, whom I often refer to as a community, who are

some of the most brilliant groups of artists I have ever enjoyed working with
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Cast

Scenic Designer 
Vicki Davis

Costume Designers 
Charlotte Palmer- Lane & 

Lili Rutsky

Dramaturg
Lester Mayers

Production Stage Manager 
Christopher Etienne

Production Manager 
Catherine Doherty

Lighting Designers  
Travis McHale & Abby 

Rose

Sound Designers
Travis Mchale & LeeAnn 

Epstein

Hooded, Or Being Black For 
Dummies   

By Tearrance Arvelle Chisholm

Originally produced by Mosaic Theatre Company of DC, Ari 
Roth, Artistic Director; Serge Seiden, Managing Director; 

Jennifer Nelson, Resident Director

 Director
Lester Mayers 

Parker Theatre is situated on the ancestral lands of the Esopus, 
Munsee and Lenape People. 

Tru
Marquis  
Hunter 
Prairie 
Clementine 
Meadow  
Debra 
Borzoi 
Fielder 
Apollo   
Dionysus 
Headmaster 
Concerned 
Citizen 
New Kid 

U/S Debra 
U/S Tru/
Marquis U/S 
Clementine/
Meadow 

Kaydin Mark  
Ryan Padmore 
William Reymann 
Thea Silverstein 
Keelin Naylor  
Emily Glass
Alina Estep   
Khiara Richards 
Lennon Lotardo 
Benedeth Uduba 
Connor Gray 
Benjamin Giordano 
Seamus Greene

Jabea Kisob

Olivia Hovis     
Jabea Kisob   

Eileen Bronk

Special Thanks To...

Patricia Fitzpatrick, Lisa Harding and Brittany Proia in the Theatre Arts 
Department

Samantha Jane Williams: Improv Teaching Artist

“To the Costumes and Stage Management team for holding us together 
through so many transitions” – from Lester
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Crew

Assistant Set Designer 
Michelle Edwards

Assistant Stage Managers 
Rachel Buchanon

Production Assistant 
Sara McAuliffe

Hair and Makeup Supervisor 
Lexi Roman

Hair and Makeup Assitant 
Olivia Riddle

Wardrobe Supervisor 
Hannah Goldberg

Assistant Wardrobe 
Supervisor

Olivia Riddle

Assistant Costume 
Designers

Noah Cruz Hernandez, Elisa 
Rosario

Lead Carpenters 
Emma Cunningham, Rob 

Ward  

Costume Technicians 
Shaniah X Alexander, 

Kaimipono Au, Elizabeth 
Baldwin, ,Joseph Basile-Faicco, 

Claire Ducey, Hailee Elias, 
Hannah Goldberg, Athena 

Holman, Olivia Hutchinson, 
Hope Lantz-Gefroh, Tierney 

O'Brien, Arianna Robinson, Lily 
Rutski, Khalil Coates, Abbe 
Schulties, Thea Silverstein, 

Lorelei Velez 

Draper/Cutter 
Hannah Goldberg

Stitcher
Abbe Schulties

Hair and Makeup Crew 
Alexia Roman, Ashley 

Hoffmann, and Stephanie 
Schiano

Dressers
Lia Cardone, Kiersten DeLorey, 

Devorah Strangways, Simon 
Woods

Carpentery, Paint, and Props 
Cont.

Tes Maxwell, Kristen McQuaid, 
Allen Potter, Olivia Riddle, Jake 

Rizzo-Harrell, Sebastian 
Rodriguez, Sky Rolnick, Noah 

Speek, Devorah Strangways

Crew

Costume Director
Kaitlyn Kociela Taylor

Scenic Charge
Natasha D’Amico

Paint and Prop Crew
Joñi Honeywell, Luiza Braga, 

and Heather Kuhn

Production Audio LeeAnn 
Epstein

Sound Board Operator Oz 
Fen Wang

Backstage Sound Crew 
Veronica Thiel, Horatio 

McLaughlin, Liam Gorelin, 
Kyra Saffron

Sound Load in Crew    Ethan 
Jones, Keelin Naylor, Jake 

Rizzo-Harrell, Elisa Rosario, 
Oz Fen Wang

Projection Design 
Max Rosenfeld

Lead Video Designer Max 
Rosenfeld

Video Designer
Michelle Edwards

Video Operator
Simone Fowlin

Assistant Lighting Designer 
Maya Battistella

Lightboard Operator
Amelia Murray

Lighting Programmer 
Maya Battistella

Head Electrician 
James Wright

Electricians
 Graham Anderson, Maya 

Battistella, Sophia Bonardi, Kiana 
Borden, Luiza Braga, Michael 
Colantuoni,J ess Romanowski

Backstage Crew
Liam Gorelin, Kiera Lynch, 

Horatio McLaughlin, Kyra Saffon, 
Veronica Thiel

Front of House                
Emily Rivas, Kristen McQuaid, 

Sebastian Rodriquez, Ryen Weston

Box Office Assistants  
Ryan D'Alessandro, Kenneth 

Greenberg, Samantha Feldherr, 
Amanda Beckman, Sofia Melendez

House Manager 
Ellie Brown

Program Creators
Samantha Feldherr

Carpentry, Paint, and Props 
Luiza Braga, Rachel 

Buchanan, Eileen Bronk, 
Kiersten DeLorey, 

Derek Ellison, Christopher 
Etienne, Malachi Faulk, 
Maureen Fenlon, Ashley 

Hoffmann

Tes Maxwell



Music Performance/ Composition Credits to:

Keturah Jordan (Vocals) - Lift Every Voice and Sing (Black National Anthem) Instagram @ Keturahism

Jennifer Poroye (Composition/Vocals) - Care For Me, Interlude
Instagram @poroyethepoet

Nick Castagnozzi (Composition) - Dance of the Scarred Warrior
Youtube @ slicerknight

Quon J.
Matthieu Carvin

Brandon Bera

"Hooded, Or Being Black For Dummies" is presented in arrangement with Concord Theatricals, on behlaf of Samuel 
French, Inc. 

www.concordtheatricals.com 
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DISTRIBUTING RECORDINGS OR STREAMS IN ANY MEDIUM, INCLUDING THE INTERNET, IS STRICTLY PROHOBITED, A 

VIOLATION OF THE AUTHOR(S)'S RIGHTS AND ACTIONABLE UNDER UNITED STATES COPYRIGHT LAW, FOR MORE 
INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT:

https://concordtheatricals.com/resources/protecting-artists




