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FEBRUARY 26, 2012
George Zimmerman, a neighborhood watch captain in Sanford, Florida, calls 911
to report “a suspicious person” in the neighborhood. He is instructed not to get
out of his SUV or ap h the person. Zi disregards the i { Mo-
ments later, neighbors report hearing gunfire. Zimmerman acknowledges that he shot
Martin, claiming it was in self-defense. In a police report, Officer Timothy Smith writes
that Zimmerman was bleeding from the nose and back of the head.

FEBRUARY 27, 2012
Martin's father, Tracy Martin, files a missing person’s report, telling authorities that his
son hasn't returned from going to the store the previous evening. Police show Martin
a picture taken from the crime scene, and he confirms the dead teenager is Trayvon.

MARCH 12, 2012
Sanford Police Chief Bill Lee says that Zimmerman has not been charged
because there are no grounds to disprove his version of the events.

MARCH 13, 2012
Sanford Police Department’s homicide detective Christopher Serino recommends
Zimmerman be charged with manslaughter. Zimmerman “failed to identify himself"
as a concemed citizen or neighborhood watch member on two occasions that night.
Serino reports that he thought Zimmerman's head injuries were “marginally
i with a lif ing episode, as described by him, during which
neither a deadly weapon nor deadly force were deployed by Trayvon Martin.”

MARCH 14, 2012
The case is tumed over to Florida State Attomey Norm Wolfinger.

MARCH 15, 2012
In a letter to the Orlando Sentinel, Robert Zimmerman, George Zimmerman's father,
writes that his son has been unfairly portrayed as a racist, and that he is Hispanic and
grew up in a multiracial family.

MARCH 16, 2012
Authorities release seven 911 calls from the night of the shooting. In one of the
911 recordings, Zimmerman, against the advice of the 911 dispatcher, follows
Martin. In one of the recordings, a voice screams, “Help, help!” in the background,
followed by the sound of a gunshot.

MARCH 19, 2012
The Justice Department and the FBI announce that they have launched an
investigation into Martin's death.

MARCH 20, 2012
A lawyer for the Martin family, Benjamin Crump, holds a news conference,
telling reporters that Trayvon was on the phone with his 16-year-old girffriend at
the time of the shooting. The girl, who wishes to remain anonymous, says she heard
someone ask Martin what he was doing and heard Martin ask why the person was
following him, according to Crump. The girl then got the impression that there was an
altercation in which the earpiece fell out of Martin's ear and the connection went dead.

MARCH 22, 2012
A petition on Change.org calling for the arrest of Zimmerman,
created by the parents of Martin, surpasses 1.3 million people.

MARCH 22, 2012
Sanford Police Chief Lee announces he is stepping down “temporarily” as head of
the department, which has been criticized for its handling of the fatal shooting.

MARCH 22, 2012
Florida Gov. Rick Scott announces he is appointing Angela Corey of the
4th Judicial Circuit as state attomey in the investigation, replacing Wolfinger,
state attomey for Florida’s 18th District, which includes Sanford, Florida.

MARCH 23, 2012
President Barack Obama speaks out publicly for the first time on the
growing controversy over the shooting of Martin, saying that the incident r
equires national “soul-searching.” E

MARCH 26, 2012
Exactly one month after Trayvon Martin's death, rallies take place in cities across the
country, including Sanford, Florida, where the City Commission holds a town hall
meeting on the incident and its aftermath. Martin’s parents speak at the meeting.

APRIL 2, 2012
FBIl agents interview Martin's girifriend, who was on the phone with him
shortly before the fatal confrontation.

APRIL 11, 2012
Zimmerman is charged with second-degree murder.

APRIL 20, 2012
Zimmerman's bond hearing is held. Judge Lester sets Zimmerman's bond at
$150,000. During the hearing, Zimmerman apologizes to the family of Martin
for the loss of their son.

APRIL 23, 2012
Zimmerman is released on bail at 12:05 a.m. Later in the day, Zimmerman enters
awritten not-guilty plea and waives his right to appear at his arraignment.

MAY 8, 2012
Judge Lester accepts Zimmerman's written plea of not guilty.

JUNE 1, 2012
Judge Lester revokes Zimmerman's bond and orders him to surrender within
48 hours after the prosecution argues that Zimmerman and his wife, Shellie Zimmerman,
misrepresented their finances when Zimmerman's bond was originally set in April.

JUNE 3, 2012
Zimmerman surrenders to authorities and is taken into custody.
JUNE 12, 2012
Zimmerman's wife is arrested and charged with perjury.

JUNE 20, 2012
Sanford Police Chief Lee is officially fired.

JULY 6, 2012
Zimmerman is re-released from jail after posting the required
10% of the $1 million bond.

JULY 13, 2012
Zimmerman's legal team files a motion requesting Judge Lester step down from
the case. The motion claims Zimmerman cannot get a fair trial because Lester
used “gratuitous, disparaging” language in the previous week’s bail order.

AUGUST 9, 2012
A photo of Martin's body and Zimmerman's school records are mistakenly
released by prosecutors. Special Prosecutor Corey's office issues a statement
asking reporters to “please disregard and do not use the information contained
in the initial email. It was inadvertently attached.”

AUGUST 13, 2012
Zimmerman appeals Judge Lester’s refusal to recuse himself.

AUGUST 29, 2012
A Florida appeals court grants Zimmerman'’s request for a new judge, saying
Judge Lester's remarks in a bail order put Zimmerman in reasonable fear of a fair trial.

AUGUST 30, 2012
Judge Debra Nelson is assigned to replace Judge Lester in the Zimmerman case.

DECEMBER 7, 2012
Zimmerman sues NBC Universal for allegedly editing the 911 call he placed on the
night of the tragic event. He states in the lawsuit that NBC unfairly made it appear
that “Zimmerman was a racist, and that he was racially profiling Trayvon Martin.”

FEBRUARY 9, 2013
ion hosts a “Day of R b
Peace Walk and Forum” in Miami. It takes place four days after what would have been
Martin's birthday.

The Justice for Trayvon Martin F Community

APRIL 5,2013
Martin's parents settle a wrongful death claim against the homeowners'
association of the Florida subdivision where their son was killed.

APRIL 30, 2013
Zimmerman waives his right to a “stand your ground” pretrial immunity hearing.
Zimmerman's attomeys decided they would instead try this as a self-defense case.
If there had been a pretrial immunity hearing, a judge would have ruled whether
i actions were p! i under the “stand your ground” law.
If the judge had ruled in favor of Zimmerman, it would have meant that
no criminal or civil trial could proceed.

MAY 28, 2013
Judge Nelson rules on several motions brought by the defense. Nelson rules that
Martin's familiarity with guns, his marijuana use, and fights he may have been in
cannot be brought up in Zimmerman's trial. She also denies a request to take the jury
to the crime scene. Nelson rules that jurors will remain anonymous and
will be referred to by numbers only.

JUNE 20, 2013
An all-female jury is selected.

JUNE 24, 2013
The trial begins with opening statements.

JULY 13, 2013
The six-woman jury finds Zimmerman not guilty. They had three choices:
find Zimmerman guilty of second-degree murder; find him guilty of the lesser charge of
manslaughter; or find him not guilty. The jurors deliberated for more than 16 hours total.

AUGUST 28, 2013
Shellie Zimmerman pleads guilty to a misdemeanor charge of perjury.
Prosecutors say she lied during an April 2012 bond hearing for her husband
when she told a judge that the family was indigent.

2014
The Trayvon Martin Foundation, a social justice organization, is established
on the campus of Florida Memorial University in Miami Gardens, Florida.

FEBRUARY 24, 2015
The U.S. Justice Department announces that no federal civil rights charges
will be brought against Zimmerman.

DECEMBER 4, 2019
Zimmerman files a $100 million lawsuit against Martin's parents and others.

The chief allegation in the lawsuit is that the attorney helped to swap out a reluctant
witness, Brittany Diamond Eugene, for her half-sister, Rachel Jeantel, and helped pre-
pare her to deliver false testimony. The suit accuses Trayvon's parents,
prosecutors, and state authorities of going along with the alleged ruse.

JANUARY 28, 2022
The $100 million lawsuit against Martin's parents and others filed by Zimmerman is
dismissed with prejudice in Florida’s Second Judicial Circuit Court, Leon County.




Lester Mayers
Director & Dramaturge Notes
This raw take on Hooded, or Being Black for Dummies, sits heavily on the graveyard America
has become in correlation to the current epidemic of gun violence and repeated historical racial
traumas and shines a lot on the deep need for Justice for so many unarmed Black Americans
killed by gun violence. Most importantly, it forces us to examine how we've become so immune
to the visibility of Black bodies subjected to torture frozen in time via images spread across
social media and the news. While vital in bringing awareness to the world, these images also
harm those living this life. It creates a nation of fear and keeps many Black Americans in a state
of mourning. So, it was necessary to lean into Black joy, which is world joy. More so, it was
essential to implant the practice of reclaiming history by reimagining and embodying painful
circumstances and then reshaping them to end with love rather than tears of sorrow.
Throughout the process, we engaged in ongoing deep conversations, created community care
methods, and held space for the bodies we edged in the tombstone of this piece. The
movement, staging, and directorial choices journeyed throughout this process stemmed from a
quote from James Baldwin's novel, Fire Next Time;

"If we - and now I mean the relatively conscious whites and the relatively conscious blacks, who
must, like lovers, insist in our duty now, we may be able, handful that we are, to end the racial
nightmare, and achieve our country, and change the history of the world. If we do not now dare
everything, the fulfilment of that prophecy, re-created from the Bible in song by a slave, is upon
us: God gave Noah the rainbow sign. Not more water, the first next time!"

Despite America's howl of urgency and anger, my only goal with this piece is to embrace the
shared and individualized pain and enable the sight for actionized hope. This goal could only be
achieved with the help of this cast and crew, whom I often refer to as a community, who are

some of the most brilliant groups of artists I have ever enjoyed working with
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