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Emerging Leaders
The New Generation

Elizabeth Petersen
SUNY New Paltz

Taken right from the pamphlet hand-
ed out to all first-year students during
their orientation at SUNY New Paltz,
“The Emerging Leaders Program is
a one-year leadership development
experience for first-year students
at SUNY New Paltz. Overseen by
the Office of Student Activities and
Union Services, the Emerging Leaders
Program offers students the opportu-
nity to gain beneficial leadership skills
through participation in informational
workshops, retreats, social opportuni-
ties, and community service projects.”
Emerging Leaders is a program for its
name, working with first-year students
who intend to be leaders during their
lives. It takes a certain interest for
someone to take the steps towards be-
coming an Emerging Leader, you must
have an interest in developing leader-
ship skills, have an inkling to succeed
in life, and love volunteering.

The goal of the Emerging Leaders
Program is to help students develop
leadership skills. In order to be an
Emerging Leader, you first have to
attend one of the many general in-
terest meetings. If you attend, then
you are considered to be committing
to the one-year program, and sign a
contract and hand it in. At this meet-
ing, a calendar is given out with all the
important dates in the near future.
Throughout the course of your first
semester at SUNY New Paltz, those
students who commit will have to at-
tend at least four workshops; each will
cover one of the four elements to-
wards becoming an Emerging Leader:

Campus Life

interpersonal skills, ethics and values,
personal empowerment, and service
learning. These workshops are infor-
mative, fun, and interesting; and once
one from each of the four categories
named is completed, you are no lon-
ger obligated to attend them. As well
as attending the workshops, you are
also obligated to complete at least ten
hours of community service. The set-
vice completed the first semester has to
be different then the service completed
the second semester. Half of the ser-
vice has to be done on your own, and
the other half may be completed with
a group, preferably Emerging Leaders.
This community service usually proves
fun, if you simply does the same thing
a friend is doing then ta-da, you will
not be bored. Finally, there are also re-
treats that have mandatory attendance
policies that are held on campus, usu-
ally in the Student Union Building, and
mainly consist of icebreakers, food, in-
formation, and fun. All in all, between
workshops, volunteering, and retreats,
one is deemed an Emerging Leader.

Those who choose to participate in the
Emerging Leaders Program are usu-
ally those who want to succeed in life
and choose to participate in leadership
programs. According to the program:
“Our Emerging Leaders Graduates go
on to become Resident Assistants, Stu-
dent Activities Managers, Admissions
Ambassadors, Orientation Leaders,
Hall Government and Student Gov-
ernment Leaders, Fraternity and So-
rority Leaders, Club Executive Board
Members, and so much more!” In-
deed, the commitment is worth the ef-
fort, putting on a resume that you are
an Emerging Leader gives you a head
start on getting those very positions
that you really want. Success is hard,
please tell me when you’ve found the
secret to it, but even so, taking steps to-
wards achieving it is sometimes easier

than realized. Becoming an Emerging
Leader is taking steps toward succeed-
ing in life.

Volunteering, or community service,
is always a rewarding and wonderful
opportunity. Volunteering is one of
those things that people either love
or hate, sometimes even like. For me,
volunteering is so much fun, and I try
to volunteer every chance I get! The
benefits of volunteering are acquiring
a new outlook on life, helping one’s
community, having fun while help-
ing others, meeting other people with
similar interests, and so much more.
They are very rewarding and this part
of the Emerging Leaders Program is,
by far, almost the most fun. There are
so many amazing students who decide
to become Emerging Leaders that you
literally make lifetime friends just by
participating. Volunteering is great to
do with a friend, therefore its nice to
acquire a group of Emerging Leaders
and charge into the wonderful experi-
ence of volunteering!

During my first semester at SUNY
New Paltz, I felt a bit lost and needed
to find something that would help me
feel more comfortable. T heard about
Emerging Leaders, and about the lead-
ership training, and right away I knew I
wanted to join. I went to the first meet-
ing, and I knew I had found my niche.
Right away I felt comfortable with the
people and myself, and it was also tons
of fun. Through this program I made
friends for life and have been able to
get my fix of volunteering ten-fold.
It’s such a rewarding experience, and I
made lifelong friends. The workshops
are interesting, the retreats are tons of
fun, and the volunteering is amazing]
I do have a soft spot for volunteering;
however, anyone can find something
they love to do and incorporate it into
volunteering, just go to the Career



Resource Center and make an appoint-
ment with the head of volunteering, 1
love the Emerging Leaders Program; it
is a breath of fresh air!

Free at Last

Melissa Maria
SUNY New Paltz

Congratulations!  You’re in college!
Now what? Once arriving to college, it
is easy to see that college life is very
different from high school life. You no
longer have eight hours of classes back
to back five times a week. Most college
students have two to three classes in
a day with breaks in between. I have
only one class on some days and none
on Fridays. As an incoming freshman,
there is a lot of excitement as to what
to do with all of the free time we have.
Of course, there is the obvious way to
spend your free time: do your work!
But aside from homework, papers and
studying, there is lot to do on a college
campus. Both SUNY New Paltz and
Marist offer students an array of excit-
ing opportunities to engage in.

Why Not see a play? These plays are
produced by both students and faculty,
and are open to everybody; it is not
necessary to be in the theatre depart-
ment to work in a play. Not only are
there opportunities in acting, but also
screenwriting, producing, directing,
and set, costume and technical design.
It’s a fun way to get involved in campus
life and make new friends. If you don’t
want to work on the play, they are fun
to watch and usually inexpensive. Col-
lege campuses often produce plays and
offer discounts for students; at times,
as cheap as $5. This year New Paltz
produced four major plays including
Babes in Arms and Red Masquerade

(among smaller productions), and the
MCCTA at Marist produced plays such
as Invitation to Murder. Not into the
theatre scene? How about catching a
concert? Both campuses show con-
certs in all types of music. Music is a
great way to get energized and gain en-
dorphins.

Speaking of endorphins, why not go
to the gym? It’s a great way to let out
some endorphins! Not only is it a good
way to put off those freshman fifteen,
but it is also fun and necessary to lead-
ing a healthy life. The Athletic and
Wellness Center at New Paltz not only
has the equipment to help you get and
stay in shape, as well as personal train-
ers to help you figure out a plan, but
it also offers fun classes such as dance
groove, cycling, yoga and zumba to
help you stay fit in a fun way. Marist
as well has a state of the art gym, with
three basketball courts, two volleyball
courts and various fitness and strength
training rooms. Jog or walk around
the track or on a treadmill, its not only
healthy and fun, but it will get you en-
ergized for all of the other exciting op-
portunities your college has to offer.

Not a fan of running at the gym? Walk
around town. There are towns within
walking distance of both campuses,
with beautiful scenic views in the fall,
winter and spring. The town at New
Paltz has a small town “homey” feel to
it, similar to Stars Hollows in Gilmore
Gitls, equipped with a small movie
theatre and shopping center. There
are also great restaurants in New Paltz
with a wider variety of food ranging
from burgers and wings at the popular
‘cuddies and P&Gs restaurants to the
Japanese Hibachi restaurant. Marist as
well has places to go and eat in town. It
has a McDonalds and Applebee’s right
across the street. Around Marist, there
is also Shadows, a restaurant on the

water and a fun and “groovy” 50’
diner. Both campuses are also only a
short drive away from all of the restau-
rants and malls in Poughkeepsie, where
shopping is always fun. First years are
not allowed to have cars on both cam-
puses. No need to worry, there is free
bus service to Poughkeepsie from New
Paltz. Although, there are many other
ways to have fun right on campus.

Join a club or team at your school.
Both schools have highly accredited
sports teams, which are always looking
to bring new people into the athletic
family. If a highly competitive sport
is not for you, try intramurals, which
are just as fun, but far less demand-
ing. There are also non-sports related
clubs such as Emerging Leaders, held
at both campuses, where you can do
community service, learn what it truly
means to be a leader and make friends
all at once. There are also clubs such
as Circle K, CREWj, the chess club, and
Latinas Unidas.

If you get lonely and have free time,
you can always invite a guest over. New
Paltz and Marist both allow overnight
guest. New Paltz allows up to two
guests per student for up to two nights,
providing the guest signs in and the
student’s roommate consents to having
visitors. Marist is a little stricter, allow-
ing guest to only stay on weekends, and
has security guards at the entrances,
monitoring who enters the building.

The point is, there is plenty to do in col-
lege. Yes, there is free time, but there is
also a world of opportunities right by
your school. Whether it’s at Marist or
New Paltz, get involved and have fun!



Glee-ify Your Life

Grace K. Seghini
SUNY New Paltz

“That’s What Glee Said,” is the not-
so-subtle, totally random tagline of
one of New Paltz’s newest clubs, Epic-
Glee. Any musical theatre lover or per-
former in general has probably heard
of the television show Glee, which airs
on the Fox Network...actually, I'd be
surprised to find someone who hasn’t
heard of the show. Ever since its pi-
lot episode aired in the spring of 2009,
Glee has become a phenomenon and
millions of people tune in each week
to see what new songs the cast will be
performing, and to watch the drama
unfold- myself included. But while the
country waited for the second season
to air this past April (I counted down
the days), a group of us SUNY New
Paltz students continued our love of
glee through Epic-Glee.

What is a glee club, you may ask? Ac-
cording to Merriam-Webster’s Online
Dictionary, a glee club is “a chorus
organized for singing usually short
pieces” These days, the term glee
club has become synonymous with
the term show choir; meaning a group
of performers who sing and dance to
mostly popular music, jazz standards,
and Broadway musicals. Within each
song, chordal (harmony) singing typi-
cally alternates with unison singing or
two-part harmony, and there is often at
least one solo in each song;

Now that the technical aspects of glee
are out of the way, let us meet Epic-
Glee. Epic-Glee was founded by four
SUNY New Paltz students in the fall
of 2009 and currently consists of 26
members. The group is led by

President Brett Rothstein (Class of
’12), a co-founder of the club. In an
interview, Brett said, “T wanted a show
choir on campus prior to seeing the
show Glee, and that coming out gave
enough momentum and hype for
me to actually start the group. The
idea came up the semester before
we started the group and it all went
from there.” The rest of the executive
board consists of the Vice-President,
Musical Director, Assistant Musical
Director, Treasurer, Secretary, and
Public Relations Chair. As stated in
the club’s constitution, “The purpose
of this organization is to provide an
environment for people who wish to
perform musically for their peers, and
to have performances to entertain the
student body on the campus of SUNY
New Paltz” Membership is granted
based on an audition, where a person is
taught a piece of a four part selection
and then must sing in a quartet. Then,
the person must sing a solo piece.
Lastly, there is a “call back” sit-in on an
Epic-Glee rehearsal, where auditioned
persons will be judged on integration
into the ensemble as well as their ability
to pick up music. Auditions take place
at the beginning of the fall semester.
Additionally, auditions may take place
during the spring semester depending
on the size of the group. Once a
person becomes a member, he or she
is a member until he or she graduates.

Members commit seven hours a
week to the glee club, with three hour
rehearsals on Sundays and Mondays
and a one hour sectional (for each
vocal part) during the week. The group
as a whole votes on songs to perform
and then our Musical Director arranges
the music- changing up notes and
creating harmonies that can be sung
instead of played on an instrument.
Choreographers are chosen based on
who is ready and willing to do so.

Then the hard (but fun) part comes;
learning the music, the choreography,
auditioning  members for solos,
discussing costumes, and fine tuning

every aspect of the performance.

Since its formation, Epic-Glee has
gone through its ups and downs- from
losing members, to having difficulty
learning new songs and choreography,
to finally performing in its first public
performance. This first performance
took place on March 2™, 2010, in
Shepard Recital Hall and was a huge
success. Four songs were performed,
ranging from “Let it Be” by The
Beatles to a medley of Hair songs,
including “Aquarius” and “The Flesh
Failures/Let the Sunshine In.” Our
next performance took place April 7%,
2010 in Parker Theatre and included
three new songs that were positively
received. We also had the honor of
being the opening act at Absolut A
Cappella’s annual Invitational (Absolut
A Cappella is one of three a cappella
groups on campus, but that’s a whole
other storyl). Epic-Glee will continue
to practice and perform this semester,
with high hopes for the future.

Epic Glee in performance

Epic-Glee is a great opportunity to
let your inner performer shine and to
express your love of singing and music.
I auditioned for Epic-Glee during my
first semester of freshman year and 1
always look forward to rehearsal; 1



can’t wait to see what else we can
accomplish in the next four years.
Kristine Pilla (Class of "12), comments,
“one of my favorite things is the
wonderful friends I have made through
this group. I feel like we have become
a family. The sense of accomplishment
we get as a group when we finish
learning a song or a dance, or after our
first performance, is such a wonderful
feeling” Sarah Gaines (Class of ’12)
also sees the group as a confidence
booster, “I'd gotten used to rejection
after [previous| auditions...so I went
into this thinking I wasn’t going to get
in. But they chose me and don’t seem to
regret it, so I must be doing something
right.”” Kristine has some parting words
for those interested in glee, “Even
though we are a new group, Epic-Glee
is, well, pretty epic. We sing all types
of music, many popular songs that
most people will know, and there really
is something for everyone. Come out
and support our group! Be sure to keep
watch for flyers about our upcoming
performances. They’re free! And you
will have a great time.”

Lost Opportunities

Ekene-Maria Udeke
SUNY New Paltz

I started writing this article with one
goal in mind; I was in search of the
perfectarticle in memory of thelate Dr.
Margaret Wade-Lewis, the Department
Chair of the Black Studies Department
who passed away over winter break. 1
wanted to write an article so touching
that it would give the readers a vivid
and endearing picture, which would
put Dr. Wade Lewis in the hearts and
minds of everyone of this magazine’s
readers. However, in my search of the
perfect picture for Dr. Wade-Lewis, I

realized 1 was missing an even bigger
picture. I did not just want to write
about Dr Wade-Lewis, 1 wanted to
write about the lesson I learned from

her.

Margret Wade-Lewis

The members of the SUNY New Paltz
faculty and staff are one of the best
groups of people a person could ever
hope to meet. They are always willing
to answer any student’s questions with
a friendly face, and if it is a question
that they are unable to answer, they
are quick to point out who can. Dr.
Margaret Wade-Lewis was no different
from her co-workers; some could even
say she was better. Dr. Margaret Wade-
Lewis was the department chair and an
associate professor of Linguistics and
Literature in the Department of Black
Studies at SUNY New Paltz, and she
was also the director of the Scholar
Mentorship Program. Farly on in her
professional life here at New Paltz she
was also the administrating officer of
the affirmative action program.

I only had the opportunity to meet
Dr. Wade-Lewis a few times before
she passed away, but I remember each
meeting like it was just yesterday. Our
first meeting occurred when I walked
into the Black Studies office building in
search of my faculty mentor, looking

for information as to where my SMP
class was being held. The Scholars
Mentorship Program is a first year
initiative program organized by the
Black Studies Department. The
program provides first year students
with a peer mentor in the same field
of study as well as a faculty mentor.
Students are also required to take a
class during their first semester. With
her office right by the main entrance to
the building, Dr. Wade-Lewis was the

first person I saw.

Not knowing who she was, I kept on
going without any acknowledgment.
However, when I got to my destination
I found my mentor’s door locked
with a note saying she had a class.
Knowing that I had just missed my last
opportunity to make it to class, I began
to retrace my steps to the entrance.
Just when I was about to walk past
Dr. Wade-Lewis” door, I thought to
myself, “why not ask her, she was the
only person I’d seen while I was in the
building and her door was open so she
could not be that busy and beside she
reminded me of my eighth grade Social
Studies teacher”. That first meeting was
one that I would remember till this day.
That day, I left Dr. Wade-Lewis with
not only my class location but with a
brand new SMP syllabus as well as a
sign up Sheet for the SMP New York
City Trip. But even then I still had no
idea who she was.

My second meeting with her occurred
when I had gone to my SMP mentor
to discuss my abysmal SMP grade with
the intention of dropping the class.
My mentor took me over to Dr. Wade-
Lewis’ office, telling me she was the
one to talk to about dropping the class
so late in the semester. That was when
I became acquainted with her title as
Dept Chair. I spent almost 45 minutes
in her office as she described the



consequences of going through with
a drop request after the deadline,
after listening to my sorry excuses for
missing so many classes. Along with my
mentor, she gave me advice as to what
steps to take in order to get myself in
a position that would allow me to pass
the class instead of dropping it. After
the meeting she gave me a hug and it
didn’t feel awkward at all. I mention
this because I happen to be one of the
worst people at receiving hugs.

My last and final meeting with Dr.
Wade-Lewis occurred when she came
into my SMP class as a guest speaker.
As she spoke to us about the history
of Shango Hall and of Suny New
Paltz in general, I remember thinking
to myself, that Dr. Wade-Lewis would
be an amazing person to get to know.
I found myself making plans to do
just that next semester, since the fall
semester was almost over. But sadly my
plans never came to fruition because
when I opened my New Paltz E-mail
account, a little less than two hours
before New Year’s, I found the news
of Dr. Margaret Wade-Lewis’ death.

While I was looking for information on
Dr. Wade-Lewis, I got the opportunity
to get an interview, with Dr. Zelbert
Moore who had been one of Dr. Wade-
Lewis’ co-workers for over twenty years.
During that interview we talked about
a variety of different people and topics.
He told me about Dr. Wade-Lewis and
about her position as the SUNY New
Paltz Affirmative Action Officer when
he first began teaching at New Paltz.
When 1 asked about Dr Wade-Lewis’
interest in African Languages, he had
this to say, “African Culture is not just
an interest it’s what we do.”

During our conversation, I once again
found myself making plans to get to
know Dr. Moore better, as well as

ways to get more opportunities to talk
to him. I hope to do just that and this
time around I am not going to wait for
next semester. I am sure many of you
have met people, be they professors,
teachers, deans, librarians even
classmates, in your daily life who you
thought would be good people to get
to know, and like me, you procrastinate
as to when you begin that relationship
with that person. So today, I am asking
you to not wait. Do not wait for a
few more days or weeks maybe even
months. If you have their contact
information give them a call right now,
or if like me you’re too shy, send them
an e-mail reminding them of who
you are and ask for a meeting. If you
know their office hours and are able to
make it, do so because you never know
when they might be gone for whatever
reason, and you’ll be stuck there asking
yourself, what if I had made that phone
call? If only I had sent that e-mail...

Dueling Didn’t Die
It Came to New
Paltz

Eliana Kirshenblat
SUNY New Paltz

The New Paltz Fencing Club is one
of the many aspects of the college
that make it great. While it may not be
particularly well known, the club is in
fact very active and a wholly unique
experience. As a member, I know how
true this is. Even though New Paltz
only has a club, and not a team, it is
very active. The fencers practice three
days a week, part of thatis learning and
part of that s conditioning, and they
also enter competition a few times a
semester. Fencing can be purely

recreational or competitive. With all
of the flexibility as well as its rarity, it
is well worth learning about and even
more worth it to take advantage of
having this experience at your college.

Like the club, Fencing is not currently
one of the more common sports, yet
it has been quietly active for centuries.
In short, fencing has a history and
for those unfamiliar with it here is
a condensed version: The sport of
fencing has been around for centuries
and it can be dated as far back as ancient
Egypt. There were recordings of people
sparring in protective gear, which is
what makes it a sport rather than a way
to solve problems (dueling to the death
would be the more popular way). What
the club practices at New Paltz, as well
as what is referred to as “fencing” is
related to European dueling, That is
the sort of thing you might think of
when you read history books, or watch
the very popular movie: The Princess
Bride. The sport is very precise and
takes a lot of skill. While there are
particular forms to learn it is a very
personal sport. As an athlete grows as
a fencer their style becomes more and
more their own. This is what makes it
great to watch and play- it is completely
unique, down to the athlete.

The first way Fencing begins to
individualize is through the weapon. In
the sport, as well as in the New Paltz
fencing club, there are three weapons
to choose from: foil, saber and épée.
Foil is the lightest weapon, and, if you
are a beginner, this is what you will
start learning with, you can switch it
up later. With the Foil you can only
hit your opponent with the point of it,
and you may only get a point by hitting
somewhere on their torso. The saber is
heavier and has a different, rounded,
grip than the foil. To score a point, you
can hit anywhere above the waist



including the arms and head (you will
be fencing in a protective mask). The
saber is an edge and point weapon,
so you may hit with the point as with
the foil, but usually you will score by
slashing with the side of the blade. As
for épée, anything goes. It is the largest
weapon, and the target is any point
on the body. In épée, a double point
is allowed, assuming both fencers hit
within 40 milliseconds of each other.
There also is no “right of way” as
within the other two weapons (right
of way meaning that points are given
to each fencer by the way attacks are
exchanged). Even though each fencer
will normally be familiar with all three,
the weapon chosen as their primary is
considered to be a personal choice.

If you should visit the club and ask
which weapon is considered “the best”,
you will find a fencer has a strong sense
of pride for their weapon. Each fencer
will try to convince you that theirs
is the best and the others “merely
playthings.” Even with this rivalry,
everyone in the club is very supportive
of each other and will help teach
others whenever they can. What is
really wonderful about the club at New
Paltz is that the equipment is provided
to the members. One problem facing
fencing for many who want to learn
is expensive equipment, which makes
the sport inaccessible for just anyone
to try to pick up. At New Paltz the
opportunity is wide open to learn an
otherwise “elite” sport. Anyone can
join regardless of experience, and
they will be taught well. Just as with
any extracurricular activity, the club
is a wonderful way to make friends.
The sport is like no other and the
opportunity to learn it is irreplaceable.

Are You Really From
Oregon?

Michael Schwartz
Marist College

I was back home recently and after
dinner with some friends, we all
gathered to watch the classic college
movie Animal House. The film begins
with shots around campus, and when
my friends saw each of the buildings
in the movie they would name them
off, sharing their short story of being
inside. But this movie was filmed in
the sixties, how could 1 have friends
roaming the same campus as the late
John Belushi and the Animal House
crew? Well, where I come from, half
of the graduating class goes to the
university Animal House was filmed at,
the University of Oregon. Nearly every
building is still standing, except for the
Delta house, unfortunately, making
campus a must-see spot. But the
school didn’t attract me; I didn’t really
have my eye on any Oregon colleges. So
instead, I made my way east, to pursue
an opportunity that produced many
questions. One question I’ve become
familiar with is why Marist College?
Why not the University of Oregon?
Well, why not Marist, who wouldn’t
want to go to New York?

Allow me to put a few facts out there:
my mother grew up on Long Island, her
three brothers, one sister and all of their
children live here; my father was born
in Miami, Florida and has lived in New
Jersey, New York and Ohio at different
points of his life. Basically, ’'m not that
foreign to the East Coast. But change
is obvious; Oregon is no New York. I
live in a valley, with mountains in all
directions; my coast is the freezing

Pacific; Portland is dwarfed by New
York City, and as it is in New Jersey,
there’s no sales tax or pumping your
own gas. I left a familiar place behind
for a new start, which thankfully has
been amazing,

First day of class each semester is
never any fun. It’s always “say your
name and where you’re from.” Well,
when most of the class is Long Island,
New Jersey or Connecticut, throwing
such a strange name out there is almost
uncomfortable. “Oregon.” Each and
every head turns for a look, each
wondering, “why is someone from
Oregon herer” Most people have never
met anyone from Oregon; some don’t
even know where it is on a map (Pacific
Northwest, on top of California, by
the way) As I make new friends, the
required question is “why did you go
so far from home? Why Marist?” I’ve
had a ton of practice answering this
one.

Think about what you know about
Oregon, Oregon Trail, Crater Lake
maybe, Animal House. Well, as you
can guess, a list of things to do is not
very long; I was more than ready for
a change of scenery. As mentioned
before, the rest of my family lives
somewhere on the East Coast, so |
would visit twice a year, every year
growing up. My dream was to go to
this place, a place that my friends could
only dream of because of its immense
reputation. Then there was the school
itself, a small, private school in upstate
New York, with a great academic
reputation. I thank a family friend here
at Marist for dropping its name, leading
me to look into the perfect school in
the state I had always wanted to go to.

January of 2010, I spent a night at the
University of Oregon visiting friends
and my one night convinced me that



Marist was the perfect choice. Animal
House is an awesome movie, I even
run up the steps of the admissions
office just like Bluto did every time I
pass; but everywhere we went, there
were people from my high school,
holding on to each other. 'm building
new skills, creating new connections,
living new experiences, taking a
chance by stepping outside into a new
world. Trust me, the lifestyle can be
vastly different, but my acclimation
to Marist has been seamless. I've got
my own thing going on now, working
on housing for next year, which will
certainly turn out to be like a revival of
Animal House.

It’s Never Too Late

Shelli Patton
Marist College

I am an adult student, and I also
work full time at Marist for the
Vice President of Student Affairs
as well as the Director of Student
Conduct. After working here for
four years, I finally decided that
with my children being a little older
and more independent now was the
perfect time to go back to school and
get my degree. Although I have an
AAS Degtree from Berkeley College,
I see myself doing more than just
typing up letters and answering
phones. So as I put the wheels in
motion, I remember my first day of
class for College Writing I. It was
about 4:30 p.m. and class started at
5:00. I kept saying to myself, “what
am 1 doing,” I can’t do this” and
almost talked myself out of going
to class. I dreaded being the only
adult student in a class full working

of freshmen. Would they look at
me and ask what this old lady was
doing in their class, or would they
accept me like the students did in
the television show “The Parkers?”
Well, I'm glad to say that my
classmates were very welcoming, 1
even got a compliment from one of
the students who couldn’t believe
how old I was (let’s just say I’'m old
enough to be her mother). Ever
since that day, I have enjoyed with
the students. When we had to pick
groups for an oral presentation, I
just knew I would be one of the last
students picked. First of all, I was
older and didn’t live in the dorms,
so the students didn’t know me. So
I just sat there and waited until all
the groups were picked, and when
there were only three of us left, our
group was formed. I really enjoyed
working with Maria and Ashley.
As we worked on our project, I
really felt like “one of the girls.”
By the way, we got an A+ on our
presentation, and I couldn’t have
done it without them.

My first semester was a trying
I had not
written an essay in over 20 years,

experience for me.

and all I can say is thank goodness
for Simon & Schuster! All T kept
asking my classmates as the semester
went on and we had to write more
essays was “Do you have to write
essays in your other classes? Is this
what college is all about, writing
essays and presentations?” When
they told me yes, I started to have
doubts again. I mean, it wasn’t like
I was going to give presentations as
a career, so why did I have to do it
in college? I hated speaking in front

of an audience. But after my first
presentation, I realized it wasn’t
so bad, and who knows, maybe
someday I would have to give a
presentation and this experience
Writing

I still
struggle with the structure and a

would come in handy.
essays was another story.

thesis statement is my new enemy.
Hopefully, by the time I get my
degree, it will be my friend.

Having to juggle school work and
parenting has not been easy. When
I come home from class, not only
do I have to do my homework, but
also help my two sons, ages 10 and 8
respectively, with theirs. For the first
time in as many as 20 years, I found
myself burning the midnight oil as
they say. Because I have to read so
many chapters and each chapter is
at least 20-30 pages, I have started a
reading group with my sons, which
also encourages them to read. After
we each read, we write a summary
about what we have just read. I
think when they see me reading and
writing, and they know mommy can
do it, they believe they can too.

I enjoy going back to college, and 1
enjoy working with my classmates.
I have a long way to go, and the
students I meet now will be long
gone by the time I get my degree,
but it’s comforting to know that as
each freshmen class moves on, I
will have the opportunity to meet
and work with a new freshmen
class each semester. For any adult
who is thinking about going back to
college to get his or her degree, all 1
can say is that it’s never too late.



Three Years Makes
All the Difference

Kelsey Donohue
Marist College

David Keith, 18-year-old freshman
at Fairfield University, found lying
face down in a driveway on a cold
February morning with his faced
crushed in, left to bleed to death.
This story might seem familiar to
some since every year you hear
stories of young adults, below the
legal drinking age, going beyond
their limit and suffering in the end.
A neighbor found David Keith early
that morning, which might be the
only reason why he is alive today.
Over a hundred kids at the party that
night, not one would step up to call
the cops. This fear of authority and
punishment of underage drinking
has started a cause for reevaluation
of the drinking age in America.

Since 1984, the government has
made it so that each state must
enforce a 21-year-old drinking age
to receive funding for roads and
infrastructure. This was a result of
high rates of drunk drivingincidents
across the country. The drinking age
in America is among the highest in
the world along with Armenia and
Fuji, all others tend to allow their
citizens to begin to drink between
the range of 16 and 18 years old.
Some say that by lowering the
drinking age it removes the novelty
of underage drinking and prevents
incidents similar to David’s. After
my own experiences, I agree with

this. Everyone has that one night
when they were younger where they
lost control and drank a little too
much, but after that one experience
drinking becomes a casual social
thing rather then binge drinking and
I think the law should reflect that.

Colleges across the country are also
supporting the movement to change
the drinking age to 18; they believe
less instance of alcohol “binge
drinking” will occur. But while the
legal age remains at 21, schools use a
wide range of authorities to enforce
the law. Many of us had our normal
run ins with the RA’s on campus, or
search of some suspicious bulging
bags by the security guards while
swiping in, but some colleges and
universities take it to another level
by having the local authorities
present on campus. Friends of
mine at University of Delaware
have talked about the daily rounds
that the local police department
does through the dorms on campus,
stopping at random rooms to
do searches. Another story from
a friend at Villanova University
outside of Philadelphia, mentioned
how the local police department
will breathalyzer every passenger
in a car when stopped and give the
driver a ticket for any underage
drinkers, despite the drivers sobriety.
So even thought the fraternities and
sororities at Villanova University
are being responsible by providing
designated drivers, they are still
punished. Many college students
will agree that this pressure from
authorities just makes us want to
rebel even more. An even more
extreme is that some states enforce

the law that if you are caught
drinking and receive a ticket it will
most likely result in suspension
of your license from anywhere
between 6 months or till you are 21

years old.

Drinking is going to happen at these
younger ages whether authorities
like it or not, to be honest. So
lawmakers better start remembering

their college days and remember
what it was like and reconsider the
drinking age in America.




A College Experience

A New Beginning

James Wojcik
Marist College

Imagine youre standing in a
gymnasium full of thousands of
people you’ve never met before
in your life. You take a seat in the
bleachers and all these thoughts start
to run through your mind. You're a
little skeptical perhaps on how you
think you will make yourself known
amongst these bright young minds
like your own. That’s what it was
like for me when I started attending
another high school my freshman
year, and those feelings felt like they
were reborn again once I stepped
foot onto the Marist

campus that bright summer day in

College
late August.

A lot of other things were going
through my mind as well as the
extremely significant fact that I
would be away from home for the
first time in my life. I had no clue
what to expect, but what I did to
prepare for this pivotal moment
in my life proved to make my
transition successful. You have to
be respectful of people, you've got
to open yourself up and accept
ones around you, and you’ve got to
be able to keep a schedule.

After the first couple weeks went by,
I was able to feel comfortable with
who I was, and how others thought
of me. I began to understand who
people were by just opening up, and
just telling them a little bit about me
when I got the chance. This

sharing makes a difference in
whether or not people will recognize
who you are. You’ve got to make
yourself known to people, and the
only way you can do that is by just
opening yourself up.